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What Are Foot Ulcers? 

Foot ulcers are open sores or wounds that develop on the feet, often as a 
result of poor blood circulation, diabetes, or prolonged pressure. They are 
a common complication in individuals with diabetes and can lead to severe 
infections or even amputation if untreated. 

 

 

Causes of Foot Ulcers 

Foot ulcers can result from several factors, including: 

1. Diabetes 
o Neuropathy: Loss of sensation in the feet can lead to unnoticed injuries. 
o Poor Circulation: Reduced blood flow impairs healing. 

2. Pressure and Friction 
o Ill-fitting shoes or prolonged pressure on specific areas can lead to skin breakdown. 

3. Infections 
o Bacterial or fungal infections may 

cause or worsen ulcers. 
4. Trauma or Injury 

o Cuts, blisters, or bruises that are 
untreated can become ulcers. 

 

Symptoms of Foot Ulcers  

Common symptoms include: 

• Open Wound: A visible sore on the skin. 
• Swelling and Redness: Around the ulcerated area. 
• Discharge: Pus or fluid may ooze from the wound. 
• Odor: Infected ulcers may produce a foul smell. 
 Pain: Some individuals feel discomfort, although this may 
be     absent in cases of neuropathy. 



 Diagnosing Foot Ulcers 

Healthcare providers use the following methods to diagnose foot ulcers: 

1. Physical Examination 
o Checking the size, depth, and severity of the ulcer. 

2. Imaging Tests 
o X-rays or MRI to identify infections or bone involvement. 

3. Wound Cultures 
o To determine the type of infection present. 

 

Treatment Options for Foot Ulcers 

1. Non-Surgical Treatments 
o Wound Care: Cleaning and dressing the ulcer to prevent infection. 
o Debridement: Removing dead tissue to promote healing. 
o Offloading: Using special footwear, casts, or crutches to reduce pressure on the ulcer. 
o Antibiotics: For treating or preventing infections. 
o Use of Wound Vacuums: Uses suction and negative pressure to help heel chronic 

wounds. 
o Use of newer skin substitutes:  These include Natural, 
Synthetic, Acellular and Cellular. 

 

 

 

 

2. Surgical Treatments 
o Drainage of Infections: Removing abscesses or infected tissue. 
o Vascular Surgery: Improving blood flow to aid healing. 
o Amputation: In severe cases, removing affected tissue or part of the foot to save the 

individual’s life. 

 
 
Preventing Foot Ulcers 

Taking preventative measures can significantly reduce the risk of foot ulcers: 

1. Manage Underlying Conditions 



o Control blood sugar levels to prevent diabetic complications. 
2. Regular Foot Care 

o Check your feet daily for cuts, sores, or other abnormalities. 
3. Proper Footwear 

o Wear shoes that fit well and provide cushioning and support. 
4. Avoid Walking Barefoot 

o Protect your feet from injuries by always wearing appropriate footwear. 

Conclusion 

Foot ulcers are a serious but preventable condition. Early recognition and treatment are essential to 
avoid complications. If you notice any sores or wounds on your feet, especially if you have diabetes, 
seek medical attention promptly. Maintaining good foot hygiene and managing underlying health 
conditions can significantly lower your risk. 
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